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2026 Australian Youth Championships 
 
The New Year is starting off with a bang as the 2026 Australian Youth Championships get underway right 
here in Melbourne. Our Victorian State Teams are ready to represent on the national stage, and you can 
read more about them HERE. 
 
The U16s went 2-0 on their first day while the U18s will open their campaign on Friday. There are also 11 
Victorians on the combined ACT Roos rosters (six U16 and five U18), offering talented athletes who 
narrowly miss out on their home state squads the chance to gain meaningful national-level experience. 
 
Head down to one of our local host clubs – Essendon, Preston and Port Melbourne – to watch the AYC  
action live through Thursday 15 January. Follow along on the baseball.com.au AYC hub. 
 

 
 
BV Performance Pathway Futures Plus Tryouts 

Baseball Victoria is proud to offer a new advanced skills program focusing on smaller team group sessions 
with a tournament to conclude on the weekend of Saturday 28 and Sunday 29 March 2026.  
 

  

https://baseball.com.au/news/preview-victoria/
https://baseball.com.au/news/roos-aycpreview/
https://baseball.com.au/ayc2026/
https://baseball.com.au/ayc2026/


 
BV Performance Pathway Futures Plus tryouts will be conducted at Melbourne Ballpark from 19-21 
January. Players will be required to attend at least one of these sessions. 
 
Once selected, training will be conducted in the East and West of Melbourne (exact time and locations 
TBC), with players to nominate their preferential location (please note, this may not be facilitated 
depending on position and squad balance). 

To be eligible, players must be born in either 2011 or 2012. This is a prequel to the 2026-27 U16 AYC trials 
later in the year. Click HERE to register for tryouts. 

 
 
Victorian Under 18 Development Squad Taiwan Trip 
 
In case you missed it, the Victorian Under 18 Development Squad made the most of their time in Taiwan,  
competing in the New Taipei City International U18 Baseball Invitational Tournament last month. 
  
It was a great opportunity for our young athletes to develop their skills on the global stage, represent  
Victoria with pride, and immerse themselves in a unique cultural and sporting environment, playing  
against teams from around Asia. Read more about their experience HERE.  
 
2025/26 VSBL Season 
 
VSBL is back Saturday 17 January. Until then, we hope everyone has a great break and we thank you for  
an awesome summer season so far. Check out VSBL Fixtures/Results and follow the VSBL Facebook page  
for the latest updates. 
 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=h51u2w5MZ0SfneZAI_JBSzdrkJwG8N1MnFE97etpg-pUQVFFSTYxU1dOSkJMNVNPRTcyMUNSM0YzMy4u&route=shorturl
https://pronews.tw/2025/12/24/215235/
https://websites.mygameday.app/assoc_page.cgi?c=0-12901-0-0-0
https://www.facebook.com/VicSummerLeague
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=h51u2w5MZ0SfneZAI_JBSzdrkJwG8N1MnFE97etpg-pUQVFFSTYxU1dOSkJMNVNPRTcyMUNSM0YzMy4u&route=shorturl


 
BV Pipeline School Holiday Camps 
 
BV Pipeline Holiday Camps are back this month! Join us for fun skills sessions to develop greater 
confidence on the field. 
 
Don't miss out - bookings are open via www.bvpipeline.com.au. 
 

 
 
Jarryd Dale Signs With KIA Tigers in the Korean Baseball League (KBO) 
 
Australian infielder Jarryd Dale has taken another major step in his professional career, signing with the 
KIA Tigers of the Korean Baseball Organization (KBO) ahead of the 2026 season. 
 
The 25-year-old Victorian has been a standout for the Melbourne Aces and has developed into one of 
Australia’s most athletic and versatile infielders. 
 
Read the full story on baseball.com.au. 
 
Meet Steve Smith: The Man Who Is Collecting Every “Aussie Baseball Card Ever” 
 
Introduced to baseball by his school friends, Steve Smith began umpiring in Victoria at just 16 years old. 
His love for the game fuelled his passion of collecting baseball cards, and his growing collection was 
featured on baseball.com.au.  
 
Read the story HERE. 

http://www.bvpipeline.com.au/
https://baseball.com.au/news/dale-kbo/
https://baseball.com.au/news/smithcards/
http://www.bvpipeline.com.au/


 
Thank You BV Diamond Partners 
 
A huge thank you to all our BV Diamond Partners for their ongoing support of baseball in Victoria: 
Victorian Government, Baseball Australia, School Sport Victoria, Ausport, Maribyrnong Sports Academy 
Baseball, Salesian College Sports Academy, SportsLink Travel, NASA Wear, Field of View Sports 
Photography, Aces Sporting Club, Symmetry Physiotherapy, Bazooka Sports, Greatrex Sporting Goods, My 
Sport Live, Northern Sports & Remedial Myotherapy, Wyndham City Council, Online Strength Coaching, 
CMD Sports, EcoGroup, and HRplus. 
 
Club News: 2026 Winter Development Grants 
 
Baseball Victoria is excited to announce that BV Development Grant applications are now open for the 
2026 winter season. Grants can be used to fund baseball development activities aimed at driving junior 
and female participation. 
 
Click HERE for the program guidelines and application link. Applications will close 31 January 2026. 
 
Club News: Research Lower Plenty Winter Club Coach Opportunity 
 
Research Lower Plenty Baseball Club is seeking a club coach for the 2026 winter season. 
 
Research has state-of-the-art club facilities and is looking to create a pathway back to success with a new 
club coach eager to step up and take control of a senior program. Please contact rlpbc@outlook.com with 
any questions or to express your interest. 
 

 

https://baseballvictoria.com.au/partners/
https://www.vic.gov.au/
https://baseball.com.au/baseball-australia/
https://www.ssv.vic.edu.au/
https://ausport.com.au/
https://sportsacademy.maribsc.vic.edu.au/baseballsoftball
https://sportsacademy.maribsc.vic.edu.au/baseballsoftball
https://www.salesian.vic.edu.au/learning/enrichment-programs/sports-academy-program/
https://sportslinktravel.com/
https://nasawear.com.au/
https://www.fieldofview.com.au/
https://www.fieldofview.com.au/
http://www.acessportingclub.com.au/
https://symmetry.physio/
https://www.bazookasports.com.au/
https://www.greatrex.com.au/
http://mysportlive.tv/
http://mysportlive.tv/
https://www.northernsportsmyo.com.au/
https://www.wyndham.vic.gov.au/
https://www.scottsimpson.coach/
https://cmdsports.com.au/
http://www.ecogroup.com.au/
https://www.hrplus.com.au/
https://baseballvictoria.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/2025-26-BV-Development-Grants-Program-Guidelines.pdf
mailto:rlpbc@outlook.com
https://www.facebook.com/roadrunner.juniors


 
Club News: Greenhills Montmorency Winter Club Coach Opportunity 
 
Want to coach at a club that values development and culture? Monty Baseball Club is seeking a 
driven head coach for the 2026 winter season to lead an A Grade program with six senior teams. See the 
flyer for more info and contact Andrew to express your interest: president@montybaseball.com.au. 
 

 
 
Club News: Baseball Australia Expressions of Interest to Host National Tournaments in 2027 

Baseball Australia is inviting expressions of interest from clubs, associations, and venues across the 
country to host its suite of national tournaments in the 2027 season. 

Expressions of interest (EOI) can be submitted via this form by 16 January 2026. 

Club News: Container Deposit Scheme 

Victoria’s Container Deposit Scheme is a new way for clubs to fundraise, with more than five million 
containers returned by sporting clubs since the scheme launched. That’s over $500,000 back with clubs.  
If your club is keen to get involved, sign up as a donation partner: Victoria‘s Container Deposit Scheme | 
Fundraising For Charities And Community Groups. 
 
Club News: Little League T-Ball Club Registration 
 
Thank you to all the clubs across summer and winter that have signed up for the new national Little 
League T-Ball program. It’s awesome to see more kids hitting the field and enjoying a fun sport with new 
friends. 
 
By signing up, your club gets access to resources developed by Little League International, Baseball 
Australia and Kiddo. Little League T-Ball is aimed at kids aged 4-8 to help them develop the skills they 
need in order to play baseball in the future.  

mailto:president@montybaseball.com.au
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=u68TqLbquE-RHuc3rGuHhtxJQ8Kf5zZInJMKrpwuXSJUNkdUVzhaT0dXMFJORFRDTURFUU8yQTdKNC4u&route=shorturl
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcdsvic.org.au%2Ffundraising&data=05%7C02%7Crachael.bouley%40baseballvictoria.com.au%7Caa804802e27e4d6e31e808de2d3b6e5b%7Cdb6e9d874c0e44679f9de64023f2414b%7C0%7C0%7C638997930467510721%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lyWS9G7F1BQySGaBPljUn7u9a1RXRhnYinVZD%2FOmrN8%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcdsvic.org.au%2Ffundraising&data=05%7C02%7Crachael.bouley%40baseballvictoria.com.au%7Caa804802e27e4d6e31e808de2d3b6e5b%7Cdb6e9d874c0e44679f9de64023f2414b%7C0%7C0%7C638997930467510721%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lyWS9G7F1BQySGaBPljUn7u9a1RXRhnYinVZD%2FOmrN8%3D&reserved=0
https://www.facebook.com/montybaseball


 
Scan the QR code for the Little League T-Ball Sign Up Form. Email competitions@baseballvictoria.com.au 
with any questions or for more info. 
 
Club News: Greensborough Winter Senior Head Coach Opportunity 
 
Greensborough Baseball Club is seeking expressions of interest for a senior head coach to lead the club 
into the 2026 season and beyond. As a proud community-based club with a strong local identity, the 
Burras will offer the right coach the opportunity to shape standards, systems, and playing style with clear 
alignment between senior and junior pathways. Please email presidentforgbc@gmail.com to share your 
interest. 
  

 
 
Club News: BV Codes of Conduct & Behaviour Expectations 
 
As a reminder to all clubs and members, Baseball Victoria membership requires you to adhere to BV 
Codes of Conduct regarding respectful behaviour. It’s paramount that all players, coaches, officials, 
volunteers, spectators and clubs follow these expectations to ensure safe and enjoyable experiences for 
all. Please review the Codes of Conduct on our website and contact the BV Office with any questions. 
 
Club News: WWCC and Child Protection/Sports Integrity 
 
If you have children at your club, whether it be for junior competitions or family events, please keep in 
mind the updated Working with Children Check and Child Protection/Sports Integrity guidelines.  
 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSewALR8YqmohUqWswm5oKgQdE9RfRKZ64Xhb-9Oe8fUOKBLhQ/viewform
mailto:competitions@baseballvictoria.com.au
mailto:presidentforgbc@gmail.com
https://baseballvictoria.com.au/all-documents/
https://www.vic.gov.au/working-with-children-check
https://www.facebook.com/burrabaseball


 
All club volunteers, including committee members, coaches, umpires, scorers, groundskeepers, and 
canteen staff, must have a valid WWCC with a list regularly maintained by the club. We ask that all club 
committee members also complete the 11 Child Safe Sport Modules. 
 
Club News: BV Club Assist Resources for Volunteers 
 
As a reminder, we encourage clubs to check out BV Club Assist, an online suite of 
club resources designed to help volunteers, support members, and enhance club 
operations and experiences. 
 
There are three main sections: Running a Club, Competition, and Growing a Club, and 
this comprehensive suite of resources (policies, templates, how-to guides, etc.) will 
be expanded as time goes on. Head to www.baseballvictoria.com.au/bv-club-assist 
to get started. 
 
Baseball Training on BV TV 
 
Check out all our BV TV videos, including Ramp Up to Play and Top Throwing Drills. Follow us on 
Instagram and TikTok for more fun drills and behind the scenes. 
 

 
 
Australian Red Cross Lifeblood Teams Program  
 
We are proud to be part of the Australian Red Cross Lifeblood program, helping to save lives with blood 
and plasma donations. You can learn more about Lifeblood and join the BV Team HERE. 
 
Baseball Victoria and Salesian College Sports Academy Team Up 
 
Baseball Victoria is pleased to partner with Salesian College Sports Academy in Chadstone, which plans to 
introduce a baseball program, subject to student enrolments. We hope Salesian College will become a 
hub for secondary school students to pursue their academic and baseball goals in Melbourne’s eastern 
suburbs. Learn more about Salesian College Sports Academy and click HERE to book a tour.  
 
Families interested in enrolling or who have already done so are encouraged to contact Sports Academy 
Coordinator Stephen Sellwood at ssellwood@salesian.vic.edu.au for a Sports Academy application. 
 
 

https://www.vicsport.com.au/child-safe
https://baseballvictoria.com.au/running-a-club/
https://baseballvictoria.com.au/competition-2/
https://baseballvictoria.com.au/growing-a-club/
http://www.baseballvictoria.com.au/bv-club-assist
https://www.youtube.com/@baseballvictoriaofficial
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TjCHOJ9-5iI&list=PLL2Xjxn0r5ORaJyjP6aIzOrNPYgnro3VQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vITnwLwr-cw&list=PLL2Xjxn0r5OQHvXepg_Q8IfAk6HeKA8Un&pp=gAQB
https://www.instagram.com/baseballvictoria/
https://www.tiktok.com/@baseballvic
https://www.donateblood.com.au/lifeblood-teams/join
https://www.salesian.vic.edu.au/learning/enrichment-programs/sports-academy-program/
https://www.salesian.vic.edu.au/book-a-tour/
mailto:ssellwood@salesian.vic.edu.au
https://www.youtube.com/embed/D8zS46zhrp4?feature=oembed


 
Baseball Victoria War Service Honour Rolls 
 
Baseball Victoria is committed to creating and maintaining an honour roll of baseball players who have 
served in war and peacekeeping missions since 1915. It is difficult to imagine a modern-day player’s 
career being interrupted so dramatically, and we will be forever grateful for their service and sacrifices in 
our Australian armed services. Visit our website for more info. 
 
The BV Team 
Chet Gray – CEO 
Scott McNaughton – General Manager, Operations 
Jessica Alvaro – Head of Competitions 
Audrina Ning – Financial Controller 
Rachael Bouley – Communications and Digital Media Officer 
Michelle Coote – Administration Officer 
Shannen Jones – Membership Officer 
Brooke Penfold – Technical Officer 
Tony McPherson – Tournament Officer 
David Nagy – Event Support Officer 
Micheal Nakamura – Head of Baseball Performance 
Damian Shanahan – High Performance Officer 
Keli’i Zablan – Player & Coaching Pathway Officer  
Ethan Epifanio – Development Officer 
Daniel Chircop – Pathways/MSA Coach 
Samantha Hamilton – Performance Pathway Coach 
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https://www.fieldofview.com.au/
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https://www.salesian.vic.edu.au/learning/enrichment-programs/sports-academy-program/
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https://www.bazookasports.com.au/
https://www.greatrex.com.au/
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https://www.scottsimpson.coach/strength
https://cmdsports.com.au/
https://www.ecogroup.com.au/
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