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2025/26 VSBL Season 
 
What a fantastic weekend of VSBL Finals! A huge congratulations to all our winners across juniors,  
seniors, women’s, and masters, and well done to everyone on a great season. There’s much more to  
come with senior finals continuing across the next two weekends. 
 
A huge shout-out to all our amazing club volunteers who made another awesome season of summer  
baseball possible. Also, thank you to all the supporters who showed up for VSBL Women’s Super Saturday  
at Melbourne Ballpark – it was a great atmosphere and a successful day with five grand finals! 
 
Check out VSBL Fixtures/Results and follow the VSBL Facebook page for the latest updates.  
 

 
Photo: Springvale Lions Baseball Club – Women’s Premier League Firsts Winners 
 
Baseball Victoria Pathways Coaching Pool EOI 
 
Baseball Victoria is seeking expressions of interest to join our Pathways Coaching Pool. 
 
We know there are many coaches within our communitywith exceptional skills in a variety of areas, which 
we would love to have involved. With an aim to expand our coaching network, support coach education, 
and provide more meaningful engagement between Baseball Victoria and Victorian coaches, we are 
seeking coaches who want to play a part within our Performance Pathway at any level. 
 

  

https://websites.mygameday.app/assoc_page.cgi?c=0-12901-0-0-0
https://www.facebook.com/VicSummerLeague
https://www.facebook.com/springvalelions


 
This could mean as a state coach, a specialist skills coach, or a generalist coach. Whether you wish to 
further your knowledge or impart your existing knowledge and skill set on others, we want you to 
become involved in an exciting time for baseball. 
 
Submit your interest HERE. 
 
If you have any questions about our Coaching Pool, please direct them via email to Micheal Nakamura, 
Head of Baseball Performance: micheal.nakamura@baseballvictoria.com.au 
 

 
 
International Women’s Day 2026 
 
Happy International Women's Day! This week, we acknowledge the incredible efforts of all the amazing 
women involved in our great game. Baseball wouldn't be the same without our women's players, 
coaches, umpires, scorers, committee members, volunteers, administrators, and supporters. 
 
We love seeing women's baseball on the rise in Victoria, from our grassroots clubs to BV Performance 
Pathway and representative teams. 
 
2026 marks 115 years of International Women's Day, and this year's theme is #GiveToGain, encouraging a 
mindset of generosity and collaboration. 
 
Let's keep teaming up to grow the game and make sure all #womeninbaseball are supported and 
celebrated. 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=h51u2w5MZ0SfneZAI_JBSwQ0YhqH6hJMuKyLaaZk1W9UQUcyNU9KRDNMQU41V0JQV0dFSzIyTVk5QiQlQCN0PWcu
mailto:micheal.nakamura@baseballvictoria.com.au
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=h51u2w5MZ0SfneZAI_JBSwQ0YhqH6hJMuKyLaaZk1W9UQUcyNU9KRDNMQU41V0JQV0dFSzIyTVk5QiQlQCN0PWcu


 

 
2025 Victorian Women’s State Team 
 
Team Australia Leaves Their Mark on the 2026 World Baseball Classic 
 
What a ride for Team Australia at the 2026 World Baseball Classic. They started 2-0 with wins over 
Chinese Taipei and Czechia, before an amazing performance against World #1 Japan, falling by just one 
run.  
 
After a heartbreaking loss to Korea, Australia was one run short of the tiebreak to advance to 
quarterfinals. We are so proud of all the Aussies for holding their own against the best in the world, with 
a special shout-out to Victorians Mitch Edwards, Jarryd Dale, George Callil, Chris Burke, Blake Townsend, 
and Jon Kennedy, as well as Aaron Whitefield and Ulrich Bojarski who now play in Melbourne, and our 
very own Damian Shanahan (assistant coach). 
 
Team Australia has proven we are a baseball country, and we are here to stay. Read more about how to 
support Australian baseball HERE. 
 

 
Photo: Team Australia Baseball 

https://www.facebook.com/TeamAustraliaBaseball
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1531648995630020&set=a.217042927090640
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1531648995630020&set=a.217042927090640


 
Sparms Teams Up With Baseball Victoria Through Diamond Partnership Program 
 
Baseball Victoria is excited to announce that Sparms has joined the BV Diamond Partnership Program at 
the Home Run level. 
 
Sparms is Australia's leading choice in sun protection. Sparms Sun Protection Sleeves are great for 
baseballers, as they are cooling and certified UPF 50+, blocking out more than 99.8% of UVA and UVB 
radiation, all year round. 
 
Made from patented Italian fabric, the thinnest and lightest sleeves on the market, Sparms keep your 
arms 2 to 3 degrees cooler, which is fantastic for summer baseball and tournaments. 
 
"At Sparms, we exist to challenge the way athletes think about sun protection. It’s not just about covering 
up, it’s about performing better, staying cooler and protecting your skin," General Manager Chloe 
Stewart said. "We’re proud to support Baseball Victoria and help players thrive in the sun.” 
 
Baseball Victoria appreciates the support, with Sparms set to provide sun protection to Victorian 
representatives throughout the year. 
 
“Thank you to Sparms for joining forces with Baseball Victoria – we are thrilled to have them as a BV 
Diamond Partner and look forward to sharing better sun protection with our baseball community,” BV 
CEO Chet Gray said. “We encourage our baseball families to check out their range of sleeves and shoulder 
wraps for men, women and youth.” 
 
Visit www.au.sparms.com to learn more. 
 

 
 
 
Thank You BV Diamond Partners 
 
A huge thank you to all our BV Diamond Partners for their ongoing support of baseball in Victoria: 
Victorian Government, Baseball Australia, School Sport Victoria, Ausport, Maribyrnong Sports Academy 
Baseball, Salesian College Sports Academy, SportsLink Travel, NASA Wear, Field of View Sports 
Photography, Aces Sporting Club, Symmetry Physiotherapy, Bazooka Sports, Greatrex Sporting Goods, My 
Sport Live, Northern Sports & Remedial Myotherapy, Wyndham City Council, Online Strength Coaching, 
CMD Sports, EcoGroup, HRplus, and Sparms. 
 
Club News: 2026 Winter Season Registration 
 
We may be in the middle of VSBL Finals, but it’s time to think ahead to winter! 2026 winter registration 
has now opened – all players, coaches, officials, and volunteers can register under association links HERE. 

https://baseballvictoria.com.au/partners/
https://www.facebook.com/SParms?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZ-HYd-BoB2udqWOiVXma6hMeYxUVnJUNf5MdH8Ybiefeo83e0WeLmqzP6b_KZtX_e2oqJZPAnrT_TQrtTIxP85apGhiWsykVsHEydpJI5HPiOqin0gKwpRqv-4YXfiJHSokTyOzwfkKMTKb8FzeKtiOGqYUKBz4r43q8PD0wuVsoynSvES-py8j_Cfp9klXus&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
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http://mysportlive.tv/
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https://www.northernsportsmyo.com.au/
https://www.wyndham.vic.gov.au/
https://www.scottsimpson.coach/
https://cmdsports.com.au/
http://www.ecogroup.com.au/
https://www.hrplus.com.au/
https://au.sparms.com/
https://baseballvictoria.com.au/winter-registration/
https://baseballvictoria.com.au/sparms-teams-up-with-baseball-victoria-through-diamond-partnership-program/


 
Club News: Sport and Recreation Victoria – Sporting Club Grants Now Open 
 
The latest round of Sporting Club Grants is now open through Sport and Recreation Victoria!  
 
This round is boosted by the Regional Community Sport Development Fund, meaning more support and 
more grants are available to help organisations across regional Victoria get people active. 
 
Access to this funding helps grassroots clubs and organisations address barriers in participation, develop 
safe and sustainable practices, and build social and active local communities. 
 
This program assists organisations to: 

• purchase uniforms and equipment that are essential for participation, first-aid and safety 
• attract, build the capability and retain a skilled workforce – both volunteer and paid 
• increase equity, diversity and inclusiveness 
• implement good governance practices 
• increase participation of individuals and communities who participate less 
• create opportunities so Victorians can participate in ways that suit them 
• build a robust sector that responds to current and changing community needs 
• support athletes to achieve success in their sport. 

 
Applications close 4pm Tuesday 7 April. Click HERE to learn more and apply. 
 
Club News: 2025–26 Volunteer Grants Round 
 
Volunteer Grants from the Australian Government support the work of community organisations that rely 
on volunteers by removing barriers to volunteering and promoting awareness of volunteering 
opportunities. 
 
Grants of between $1,000 and $5,000 will be available to assist eligible not-for-profit community 
organisations that rely on volunteers.  
 
Grants can be used to purchase communication or insurance items and/or purchase items for the main 
purpose of supporting volunteer cohorts and volunteer-run activities as specified in the Grant 
Opportunity Guidelines.  
 
Projects may include communication tools, insurance, equipment, training, and other resources that help 
organisations support volunteers and improve children’s development and wellbeing. 
 
For more information, contact your local Federal MP for details on submitting an expression of interest, 
which will open in May 2026. 
 
Club News: 2026 Webinars for Sport 
 
Mark your calendars and join eSafety for free online training sessions that support online safety in sport. 
 
Online safety 101 for community sport clubs  
This session is for community sport leaders and volunteers who want tips to create safer online spaces 
and learn how to respond to online abuse.  

• Thursday 14 May 2026, 12:30-1:15pm AEDT 
• Thursday 12 Nov 2026, 12:30-1:15pm AEDT 
 

Social media self-defence in sport   
This session is for athletes, coaches, officials and others in sport who want to set up safer personal social 
media accounts and learn strategies to respond to online abuse.   

• Tuesday 26 May 2026, 1:00-1:45pm AEDT 
• Wednesday 18 Nov 2026, 12:30-1:15pm AEDT 

 
Click HERE to learn more and register. 
 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsportandrecreationvictoria.cmail20.com%2Ft%2Fr-l-tkujllg-pjrjddylti-y%2F&data=05%7C02%7Crachael.bouley%40baseballvictoria.com.au%7Cbf4e6e9c648e4ee06abf08de7efd5975%7Cdb6e9d874c0e44679f9de64023f2414b%7C0%7C0%7C639087823761142020%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Eu0LkxAhx2GdMDjc%2Fa9CpX%2FXfJ1Fy9CPgicDiNPjRL0%3D&reserved=0
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https://www.grants.gov.au/FO/Show?FoUuid=0c963950-d2c0-48af-8f42-ac708865702c&keyword=fo2025-4700
https://www.grants.gov.au/FO/Show?FoUuid=0c963950-d2c0-48af-8f42-ac708865702c&keyword=fo2025-4700
https://www.esafety.gov.au/communities/sport/resources#free-webinars--online-safety-in-sport


 
Club News: Bendigo Baseball 90th Diamond Jubilee 
 
Bendigo Baseball Association invites you to their 90th Diamond Jubilee on Sunday 19 April. From 9am to 
5pm, Albert Roy Reserve in Eaglehawk will host exhibition matches between Bendigo and Essendon, with 
t-ball, junior, senior men’s and women’s baseball all on display. Past and present players are encouraged 
to attend this fantastic celebration of baseball in Bendigo! Stay tuned to the BBA Facebook page for any 
updates. 
 

 
 
Club News: CLUBMAP Free Webinar on Sponsorship 
 
CLUBMAP invites you to a free webinar called Beyond The Logo: Building Club Sponsorships & Community 
Partners. It’s about how sponsorship is more than a logo on a jersey - it connects communities, builds 
revenue, and strengthens clubs. 
 
Whether your club is starting from scratch or looking to elevate existing partnerships, this webinar will 
walk you through practical, proven strategies to attract sponsors, deliver real value and build lasting 
business relationships. You will leave with clear steps to kick off or upgrade your sponsorship program 
immediately. 
 
The webinar is set for Monday 30 March at 7pm. Click here for more info and to save your spot. 
 
Club News: Greenhills Montmorency Women’s Baseball Coaching Opportunity  
 
Greenhills Montmorency Baseball Club is excited to enter its third season of women’s baseball, and is 
looking for the right person to lead the group forward. 
 
Monty’s squad is made up of players of all skill levels, from rookies to seasoned veterans with strong 
game experience.  
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/bendigobaseball
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https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclubmap.cmail19.com%2Ft%2Ft-l-wjkljtl-yutkidljw-h%2F&data=05%7C02%7Crachael.bouley%40baseballvictoria.com.au%7Cdbf0650c2ac44f382cf608de7a3f241c%7Cdb6e9d874c0e44679f9de64023f2414b%7C0%7C0%7C639082608809924626%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UeSbXftZhL7Wybl%2B8cDeBK8gz%2BhEUMk7Q5UtuqgPu%2Bc%3D&reserved=0
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They are seeking a coach who can motivate, develop, and inspire every player on the field, while building 
confidence and connection within the group. This is a fantastic opportunity to make a genuine impact in a 
growing program and help shape the future of women’s baseball at the club. 
 
Whether you’re a seasoned coach, a former player ready to give back, or someone passionate about 
developing talent and building culture, Monty Baseball would love to hear from you. Expressions of 
interest can be sent to Andrew Kent: president@montybaseball.com.au 
 

 
 
Club News: Porepunkah Panthers Seek A-Grade Players 
 
Porepunkah Panthers Baseball Club, competing in the North Eastern Baseball Association (NEBA), is 
currently seeking three or more talented players to join their A-Grade squad for the upcoming 2026 
winter season. 
  
Opportunity Overview: The "Panther Package" 
 
Porepunkah Panthers are offering a unique "live, work, play" lifestyle and career package in the beautiful 
Alpine Region of North East Victoria. 

• Guaranteed work: pre-arranged seasonal employment in trades, construction and hospitality. 
• Accommodation: access to dedicated staff housing or local placements. 
• Baseball: compete in A-Grade ball in one of Australia’s most unique country winter competitions. 
• Lifestyle: located at the base of Mt Buffalo, just 6km from Bright—ideal for mountain biking, 

hiking, and snow sports. 
  
Player Requirements 

• Experience: recent Division 1, 2, or 3 level (or equivalent) 
• Age: ideally 18 -30 (to suit seasonal work/housing partners) 
• Season duration: April 2026 - September 2026 

mailto:president@montybaseball.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/montybaseball


 
How to Apply 
Interested players should send a summary of their baseball background and professional work 
experience/trade skills to: 

• Email: admin@porepunkahpanthers.one 
• Phone: 0439 284 532 

 
For more information, please click HERE. 
 

 
 
Club News: Little League T-Ball Club Registration 
 
Thank you to all the clubs across summer and winter that have signed up for the new national Little 
League T-Ball program. It’s awesome to see more kids hitting the field and enjoying a fun sport with new 
friends, with over 350 registered participants so far. 
 
By signing up, your club gets access to resources developed by Little League International, Baseball 
Australia and Kiddo. Little League T-Ball is aimed at kids aged 4-8 to help them develop the skills they 
need in order to play baseball in the future.  
 
Scan the QR code for the Little League T-Ball Sign Up Form. Email competitions@baseballvictoria.com.au 
with any questions or for more info. 
 
Club News: ASC Coaching and Officiating Courses & Resources 
 
The Australian Sports Commission has developed courses and resources for both coaches and officials, 
covering the essentials to help you succeed in your role as well as masterclasses for those who want to 
boost their skills and make sport more enjoyable for the athletes you support.  
  
Check out more info here: 

• Coaching courses and resources 
• Officiating courses and resources 

mailto:admin@porepunkahpanthers.one
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Club News: Research Lower Plenty Winter Club Coach Opportunity 
 
Research Lower Plenty Baseball Club is seeking a club coach for the 2026 winter season. Research has 
state-of-the-art club facilities and is looking to create a pathway back to success with a new club coach 
eager to step up and take control of a senior program.  
 
Please contact rlpbc@outlook.com with any questions or to express your interest. 
 

 
 
Club News: Container Deposit Scheme 

Victoria’s Container Deposit Scheme is a new way for clubs to fundraise, with more than five million 
containers returned by sporting clubs since the scheme launched. That’s over $500,000 back with clubs.  
 
If your club is keen to get involved, sign up as a donation partner: Victoria‘s Container Deposit Scheme | 
Fundraising For Charities And Community Groups. 
 
Club News: BV Codes of Conduct & Behaviour Expectations 
 
As a reminder to all clubs and members, Baseball Victoria membership requires you to adhere to BV 
Codes of Conduct regarding respectful behaviour. It’s paramount that all players, coaches, officials, 
volunteers, spectators and clubs follow these expectations to ensure safe and enjoyable experiences for 
all. Please review the Codes of Conduct on our website and contact the BV Office with any questions. 
 
Club News: WWCC and Child Protection/Sports Integrity 
 
If you have children at your club, whether it be for junior competitions or family events, please keep in 
mind the updated Working with Children Check and Child Protection/Sports Integrity guidelines.  
 

mailto:rlpbc@outlook.com
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All club volunteers, including committee members, coaches, umpires, scorers, groundskeepers, and 
canteen staff, must have a valid WWCC with a list regularly maintained by the club. We ask that all club 
committee members also complete the 11 Child Safe Sport Modules. 
 
Club News: Diamond Creek Winter Head of Coaching Opportunity 
 
Diamond Creek Baseball Club is seeking expressions of interest for the Head of Coaching position. They 
are looking for an experienced baseball mind who can run training at all levels and lead player and coach 
development. This individual will be responsible for developing and delivering quality training programs 
and guiding their B Division launch.  
 
Please email president@dcbc.com.au to discuss your interest. 
 
 

 
 
Club News: BV Club Assist Resources for Volunteers 
 
As a reminder, we encourage clubs to check out BV Club Assist, an online suite of 
club resources designed to help volunteers, support members, and enhance club 
operations and experiences. 
 
There are three main sections: Running a Club, Competition, and Growing a Club, and 
this comprehensive suite of resources (policies, templates, how-to guides, etc.) will be 
expanded as time goes on.  
 
Head to www.baseballvictoria.com.au/bv-club-assist to get started. 
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Club News: Greensborough Baseball Club Women’s Baseball Recruitment 
 
Greensborough Baseball Club invites women’s players to join the Burras for the upcoming winter season 
and beyond. You can email presidentforgbc@gmail.com for more information on the program and how 
to get involved. 
 

 
 
Baseball Training on BV TV 
 
Check out all our BV TV videos, including Ramp Up to Play and Top Throwing Drills. Follow us on 
Instagram and TikTok for more fun drills and behind the scenes. 
 
Australian Red Cross Lifeblood Teams Program  
 
We are proud to be part of the Australian Red Cross Lifeblood program, helping to save lives with blood 
and plasma donations. You can learn more about Lifeblood and join the BV Team HERE. 
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Baseball Victoria and Salesian College Sports Academy Team Up 
 
Baseball Victoria is pleased to partner with Salesian College Sports Academy in Chadstone, which plans to 
introduce a baseball program, subject to student enrolments. We hope Salesian College will become a 
hub for secondary school students to pursue their academic and baseball goals in Melbourne’s eastern 
suburbs. Learn more about Salesian College Sports Academy and click HERE to book a tour.  
 
Families interested in enrolling or who have already done so are encouraged to contact Sports Academy 
Coordinator Stephen Sellwood at ssellwood@salesian.vic.edu.au for a Sports Academy application. 
 
Baseball Victoria War Service Honour Rolls 
 
Baseball Victoria is committed to creating and maintaining an honour roll of baseball players who have 
served in war and peacekeeping missions since 1915.  
 
It is difficult to imagine a modern-day player’s career being interrupted so dramatically, and we will be 
forever grateful for their service and sacrifices in our Australian armed services.  
 
Visit our website for more info. 
 
The BV Team 
Chet Gray – CEO 
Scott McNaughton – General Manager, Operations 
Audrina Ning – Financial Controller 
Rachael Bouley – Communications and Digital Media Officer 
Michelle Coote – Administration Officer 
Shannen Jones – Membership Officer 
Brooke Penfold – Technical Officer 
Tony McPherson – Tournament Officer 
David Nagy – Event Support Officer 
Micheal Nakamura – Head of Baseball Performance 
Damian Shanahan – High Performance Officer 
Keli’i Zablan – Player & Coaching Pathway Officer  
Ethan Epifanio – Development Officer 
Daniel Chircop – Pathways/MSA Coach 
Samantha Hamilton – Performance Pathway Coach 
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